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IN ALL accounts of British Columbia printing 
which I have seen, the distinction of being the first 
printed work other than a newspaper has been 
quite unanimously conferred on Judge David 
Cameron’s “Rules of Practice” in the Supreme 
Court of Civil Justice of the Colony of Van- 
couver’s Island. In a brief sketch of the first print- 
ing in British Columbia which was published in 
1929, I could record no pamphlet which antedated 
the Cameron “Rules.” And M. Aegidius Fauteux, 
in his excellent Introduction of Printing into 
Canada, also gives precedence to the “Rules.” 
But it seems that there is a rival claimant to the 
honor of priority among British Columbia incuna- 
bula in the form of a pamphlet of which I have 
seen no mention anywhere except in an auction 
catalogue in which it was listed. It contains eight 
pages, in printed yellow paper wrappers, and its 
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title is “Proclamation by His Excellency Jam 
Douglas, Governor of Vancouver’s Island, and 
Dependencies; Vice Admiral of the Same, et 
etc. etc.” The title is surmounted by the ro 
arms, and the imprint is that of the Vancouy 
Island Gazette Office. A reproduction of the tj 
as printed is shown herewith. j 
The date of this Proclamation is August 
1858. The Vancouver Island Gazette was esta 
lished July 28 of that year and, according to 1 
able authorities, published only about eight ser 
weekly issues. This proclamation, therefore, mt 
have been among the very last products of th 
Press. It is the only pamphlet that I know of 
bear the imprint of the Vancouver Island Gazett 
The date of the publication of the proclamati¢ 

is quite definitely fixed in the last week of August, 
1858. The date of the Cameron “Rules” canr 
be fixed with any such exactness; it had not 
peared when Alfred Waddington wrote the fo 
word to his Fraser Mines Vindicated. This fo 
word, dated November 15, 1858, says that t 
work was “the first book published on Vancouy 
Island,” adding, however, in a footnote the stat 
ment: “When the above was written Judge Cam 
ron’s Book of Practice had not appeared.” 'T] 
“Rules of Practice” evidently came out while i 
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PROCLAMATION 


BY HIS EXCELLENCY, 


JAMES DOUGLAS, 
Governor of Pancouver’s Aslaud, 


AND ITS DEPENDENCIES ; 


VICE ADMIRAL OF THE SAME, 


ETC., ETC., ETC. 


VICTORIA: 
PRINTED AT THE VANCOUVER ISLAND CAZSTTS OFFICE. 


1853. 


Waddington book was in the printer’s hands, 
near as we can say, this was in October or N 
vember, 1858. At any rate, it was consideral 
later than the proclamation of August 25th. — 

The Vancouver Island Gazette, which pri rt 
the proclamation, was an undertaking of F, 


Victoria, probably from the office of the isin id 
Gazette, two other proclamations by itp : 
Douglas, dated respectively ie bin 
September 15th, both of them broadsi es. fe 
first provided heavy penalties for lees 
Indians of Fraser River with intoxicating risa 
The second warned the public against frau ab 
Francisco, who was later the editor and publis} soil SE uilae uaa) wean seems die excep fo 
| newspapers, the official anomie 5 i 
ernor were the earliest known landmarks of prin 


As has been said, his first publishing vent: 
at Victoria lasted but four or five weeks, 
September 11, 1858, there began to appear 
French paper at Victoria, Le Courrier de la Ni 
velle Caledonie, of which the same Frederj 
Marriott is said to have been the printer, It W 
owned by Paul de Garro, an exiled French co ur 
The editor’s name in the masthead of the ff 


ing in Victoria. 


“Rules” later in the same year, there appeared ; 
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